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me to Conde de Fuentes, and he attended and continues to attend
to everything that comes up with such earnestness that your lordship
and the university must write and thank him for it.

I have asked him and Don Alonso de Bazan to give me an armed
(p. 6) escort to accompany me and although everything possible
has been done they cannot furnish me more than five of the galleons
to escort me as far as Cape Santa Maria or to Cadiz if necessary, for
of all the other ships of the armada not one is in condition to put to
sea nor can any be made ready with the speed which the situation
demands. And so, if Our Lord give me weather, I will leave with
these ships and any others that may come in within the next four or
six days, during which time the galleons and the ships will be put
into as good condition as possible.

I am worried about my vice-admiral for, although I know that
on Saint Michael's day she was blown away from port and that her
masts and the rest were sound, some say that she was driven ashore
on San Miguel. I hope in God and in Aparicio de Arteaga's diligence
that she may be already in that city. God grant it as He is able and
[preserve] your lordship many years.

Lisbon, October 12,1591.

Antonio Navarro (Rubric).

(Enclosure)1

(p. i) List of the ships which, up to the present, it is known
that the English have taken in the Indies or have been lost out
of the fleets of New Spain and Tierra Firme and from the royal
armada in the storms which have occurred:

Near Havana, off the Mesa de Marien, three English ships
took seven ships from Santo Domingo which were coming up
to join the fleets at Havana.

Agustin de Paz's ship, which separated from the fleet shortly
after it left New Spain, was seized by the English on July 15.
It carried no plate.

Martin de Ygararan's ship left the fleet off Las Tortugas at
night, its pilot having declined to follow the light. It fell in with
the said English and they took it. It carried plate belonging to
His Majesty and to private individuals.

1 i plugo, original.